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Rugaiya Hasan

The aim of this course is to enable you to analyse texts with understanding. In
real life we encounter texts either as a flow of sound (with or without gestures)
or as a series of marks on the paper (with or without images). But the
understanding of the text depends on understanding the relationship between
context of situation, meaning (semantics), and wording (lexicogrammar). The
discussion will begin with an exploration of this relationship. Using the
systemic functional modelling of language as the theoretical base, we treat
meaning as an interface which links context to lexicogrammar, and we think of
lexicogrammar as an interface which links the highly abstract level of meaning
to speech or writing. The generic structure potential of the text is activated by
the context of situation; its recognition depends on the semantic selections;
these semantic selections activate lexicogrammatical selections which are
ultimately expressed either phonologically as a stream of sound that can be
heard or graphologically as written symbols that can be seen. Naturally
occurring texts will be used as examples in the discussion, and students will be
encouraged to participate in some actual analyses.
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